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Press release

A new series of color field paintings by the internationally renowned
Dutch artist Robert Zandvliet (*1970) is the focus of the exhibition
Paradaidha produced by the Kunsthalle Darmstadt in collaboration with
the artist. It combines the theme of landscape with a special meaning:
the enclosed nature, the garden - this was the meaning of the ancient
Persian word - comes into view. It is not a conventional garden that
Zandvliet presents to us. It is more like a journey to the sources of
modernism, from German Romanticism (Friedrich) to French Impressionism
(Monet) to the color field painting of the 20th century. In the
exhibition, pictures from the new series enter into a dialog with
earlier paintings and monotypes, so that Paradaidha also shows the many
facets of an oeuvre that has grown over a long period of time.

Zandvliet does not take up the topos of Paradise Lost, However, one of
the impressive new paintings, Porta (2022, see press photo no. 1),
plays with the experience of standing in front of a closed gate. The
painted barrier dissolves upon a second look. If one steps closer, the
picture opens, reveals structures and, here and there, sections of
unpainted canvas. Perception and illusion give way to the facticity of
the application of paint.

Robert Zandvliet created the particularly wide painting Ager (2025,
press photo number 6) for Paradaidha. A viewer standing close in front
of him experiences its effect almost physically, as if he were moving
across a field of grass, exposed to a strong wind. However, this
feeling is disrupted because Zandvliet almost completely avoids
naturalistic details. The scale only represents the width of the tassel
he is using.

Zandvliet became suddenly famous in the mid-1990s with his monumental
still lifes, archetypal depictions of everyday objects such as a bus
stop, a rearview mirror or a bar of chocolate. From these large color-
field compositions, he moved on to abstract landscapes, and then took a
larger step to portraits, which helped the brushstroke to greater
prominence. His series I Owe You the Truth in Painting shows him in
dialogue with the works of other artists and testifies to his interest
in understanding the language of painting from the ground up. In the
series Stage of Being he turns to the human figure, inspired by
Friedrich's back figures. Here, too, the motif serves him as a starting
point for a liberation of paint that stands for itself. Most recently,
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in Le corps de la couleur, Zandvliet unravels the meaning of color and
seeks a new perspective to explore its essence.

More exhibitions by Robert Zandvliet in 2026

Robert Zandvliet. The Painting is a Door

Museum Franz Gertsch, Burgdorf, Switzerland, curated by Andreas Fiedler
21.03. - 30.08.2026

Robert Zandvliet

Caspar-David-Friedrich-Zentrum, Greifswald, Germany

18.07. - 03.10.2026

Book publication

Robert Zandvliet's exhibitions in Burgdorf in Switzerland and in
Darmstadt are accompanied by a comprehensive publication

Monolith

with contributions by Jan Bor, Esther Darley, Elaine Equi, Andreas
Fiedler, Gudrun Knaus, Robert Zandvliet

published by Jap Sam Books

424 pages, price 55 EUR

ISBN 978-94-93329-73-7

Accompanying program
A series of events, a workshop, an artist talk and guided tours of the
exhibitions - see the following pages for more information
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Everything at a glance

Robert Zandvliet. Paradaidha
29.03. - 30.08.2026

Press conference
26.03.2026, 11 a.m.

Your contact person
Dr. Ledén Krempel, Direktor Kunsthalle Darmstadt
krempel@kunsthalle-darmstadt.de

Press inquiries
Claudia Ehry
redaktion@y-pr.de

Special support
Kingdom of the Netherlands

Sponsors

Mondriaan Fonds

Kulturfonds RheinMain

Merck'sche Gesellschaft fiir Wissenschaft und Kunst
Volksbank Darmstadt Mainz

Cooperation partners
Evangelische Stadtakademie Darmstadt
Bernhard Knaus Fine Art

Press photos
https://www.kunsthalle-darmstadt.de/Aktuell 31 0.html

Status: 27.02.2026


https://www.kunsthalle-darmstadt.de/Aktuell_31_0.html
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Accompanylng program

Series of Events

Paradiese: Sehnsuchtsorte, Verfiihrungen und irdische Lebenskunst
Places of longing, seductions, and the earthly art of living

The presentations will be held in German.

Program and moderation: Dr. Franz Grubauer, director, Evangelische
Stadtakademie Darmstadt, Dr. Anna Scholz, co-director.

07.04.2026, 6 - 8.30 p.m.

Hingt eine Schaukel im Paradies? Utopisches Ideal und Reflexionspunkt
liber Perfektion, Gliick und die Grenzen des Menschlichen

Is there a swing in paradise? Utopian ideal and point of reflection on
perfection, happiness, and the limits of humanity

Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Schmid, philosopher

14.04., 6 - 8.30 p.m.

Die Erschépfung im Haben - Anstiftende Wege aus dem irdischen
Konsumparadies

The exhaustion in having - Inciting ways out of the earthly consumer
paradise

Prof. Dr. Maike Sippel, Chair of Sustainability and Transformation,
HTWG Konstanz, Member of the Club of Rome

21.04., 6 - 8.30 p.m.

Jazz und die Sehnsucht nach den Wurzeln und dem erfiillten Leben
Jazz and the longing for one's roots and a fulfilled life

Dr. Bettina Bohle, director of the Jazz Institute Darmstadt

28.04., 6 - 8.30 p.m.

Der Garten als Ort der Meditation und Spiritualitdt - eine theologische
Perspektive

The garden as a place of meditation and spirituality - a theological
perspective

Prof. Dr. theol. Peter Zimmerling, Leipzig

05.05., 6 - 8.30 p.m.

Leibliche Prédsenz in einer beschleunigten Welt
Physical presence in an accelerated world
Prof. Dr. Thomas Fuchs
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Artist Talk

29.08.2026, 3 p.m.
Robert Zandvliet
Moderation: Ledn Krempel
In English

Workshop

14.05. / 28.06 / 19.07.2026, each from 11 a.m. to approx. 5.30 p.m.
Eindriicke ausdriicken - Von draufBlen und drinnen ins Bild

Expressing impressions - From outside and inside into the picture

The exhibition Paradaidha by Robert Zandvliet will be accompanied by
three days of workshops in which artist Paulina Stulin invites you to
explore regional gardens through painting. In the mornings, she will
take participants on a hunt for impressions that will be captured in
watercolor sketches on site. The aim is not to create photorealistic
images. Rather, reflections of inner landscapes should be found in the
outer landscapes: Tranquillity, tension, melancholy, sweetness,
confusion, ostentation - and all the other (sometimes nameless)
conditions that our human experience encompasses.

Registration and information: anmeldung@paulinastulin.de

Evening openings with guided tour

with Ledédn Krempel

16.04. / 21.05. / 16.07.2026, start of the guided tour at 6.30 p.m.,
last admission at 7.30 p.m.
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Robert Zandvliet

Paradaidha

29.03. - 30.08.2026
Pressebilder / Press photos

1

Robert Zandvliet

Paradaidha: Porta, 2022

Acryl auf Leinen / Acrylic on linen, 270 x 213 cm
Courtesy Peter Blum Gallery, New York

2

Robert Zandvliet
Paradaidha: Pons, 2023
Eitempera und 01 auf Leinen / Egg tempera and oil on linen, 231 x 400 cm
Courtesy Galerie Grim@, Amsterdam
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Robert Zandvliet

Paradaidha: Aurora, 2023

Eitempera auf Leinen / Egg tempera on linen, 270 x 203 cm
AkzoNobel Art Foundation, The Netherlands
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Robert Zandvliet

Paradaidha: Salix, 2023

Eitempera und Ol auf Leinen / Egg tempera and oil on linen, 270 x 203 cm
Courtesy Peter Blum Gallery, New York
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Robert Zandvliet

Paradaidha: Speculum, 2024

Eitempera, Acryl und Ol auf Leinen / Egg tempera, acrylic and oil on
linen, 231 x 400 cm

Courtesy Galerie Grimm, Amsterdam

6

Robert Zandvliet

Paradaidha: Ager, 2025

Acryl und Eitempera auf Leinen / Acrylic and egg tempera and oil on
linen, 231 x 624 cm

Courtesy Bernhard Knaus Fine Art, Frankfurt a.M.
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7

Robert Zandvliet

Stage of Being VII: Porta, 2018

Acryl und Ol auf Leinen / Acrylic and oil on linen, 231 x 495 cm
Collection of the Artist

8

Robert Zandvliet

Lavender Mist, 2010

Eitempera auf Leinen / Egg tempera on linen, 231 x 312 cm

Privatbesitz, Niederlande
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Die oben genannten Abbildungen stellen wir IThnen fir Ihre
Berichterstattung kostenfrei zur Verfiigung. Bitte beachten Sie, dass
der Abdruck dieser Bilder lediglich im Rahmen der aktuellen
Berichterstattung und unter vollstdndiger Angabe der Bildunterschrift
gestattet ist. Das Bildmaterial ist lediglich vier Wochen vor und
wahrend der jeweiligen Ausstellung genehmigungs- und gebiithrenfrei zu
verwenden.

The above images are provided free of charge for your reporting
purposes. Please note that the reproduction of these images is only
permitted in the context of current reporting and under full indication
of the caption. The images may only be used without permission and free
of charge four weeks before and during the respective exhibition.



